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PROFILE SUMMARY

· International legal expert with 20 years of professional and academic experience globally. 
· Thematic Expertise: human rights and humanitarian law, transitional justice, international criminal law, rule of law, access to justice, constitutional reform, peacebuilding, conflict transformation.
· Regional Expertise: Lived and worked in situations of conflict, post-conflict transition, humanitarian emergency and fragility in South-Southeast Asia, Horn of Africa and the Middle East.
· Progressive managerial experience directing complex bilateral and international institutional donor-funded programs in diverse and sensitive political and security environments.
· Qualitative, participatory and mixed-methods research, including in conflict, post-conflict transitioning and fragile societies, and with vulnerable and diverse populations.
· Human rights investigative fact-finding, reporting and advocacy.
· Capacity-building training and advising government officials, judges, lawyers and civil society.
· Strategic human rights and criminal litigations.
· Authored scholarly publications, policy research and field reports on human rights, humanitarian law, transitional justice, criminal justice, the rule of law, peacebuilding and constitutional reform.
· University legal teaching in Europe, India, the UK and the US.
· Member of the New York State Bar since 2003.

RELEVANT PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

Apr 2023-present	Lecturer in Law, Queen’s University Belfast School of Law 
Belfast, Northern Ireland, United Kingdom
· Research and Teaching: Human Rights, Humanitarian Law, Transitional Justice, Criminal Law, Constitutional Law, Governance, the Rule of Law.

MANAGEMENT EXPERIENCE

Jun-Aug 2021	Lead Expert, Afghanistan Anti-Corruption Project, PACE Global Strategies
Belfast, Northern Ireland, United Kingdom
· Produced detailed research report on kleptocracy in Afghanistan.

Jan-May 2019	International Legal Expert & Team Leader, Chemonics International 
Rwanda
· Led comprehensive needs assessment and reform strategy for Rwandan justice sector, as part of USAID rule of law project.

Feb 2015-Aug 2017	Senior Legal Adviser South Asia, International Commission of Jurists 
Kathmandu, Nepal
· Directed & managed regional human rights advocacy and post-conflict rule of law and transitional justice programs.
· Conducted legal trainings; human rights fact-finding; strategic litigation; law and policy research & analysis; international human rights advocacy.

May-Dec 2013	Project Director Syria Program, Public International Law & Policy Group 
Gaziantep, Turkey
· Directed & managed USDOS-funded capacity-building program for Syrian democratic opposition leadership and civil society.
· Trained Syrians on human rights, transitional justice and the rule of law.

Sep 2009-Dec 2011	Chief of Party Tanzania, Public International Law & Policy Group 
Dar es Salaam, Tanzania
· Launched and directed USDOS-funded human rights capacity-building and legal assistance program for Tanzanian officials and civil society.

Apr 2008-Sep 2009 	Deputy Chief of Party Somaliland, Public International Law & Policy Group
Hargeisa, Somaliland, Somalia
· Launched and co-directed USDOS-funded rule of law capacity-building and legal assistance program for Somaliland officials and civil society.

OTHER PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

Mar 2020	Senior Advisor Myanmar Rohingya, Public International Law & Policy Group 
Cox’s Bazaar, Bangladesh
· Trained Rohingya refugees on transitional justice, human rights, international criminal law & documentation of serious crimes.

Jan-Dec 2020	Governance Expert Conflict & Violence Prevention, Chemonics International 
Various Locations
· Developed comprehensive conflict & violence prevention program assessment framework integrating peace, justice and the rule of law.

Oct 2014		Legal Expert, Chemonics International
Mogadishu, Somalia
· Conducted baseline needs assessment of Somali Government for USAID.

Oct 2014	Justice Expert South Sudan, Public International Law & Policy Group 
Juba, South Sudan
· Trained South Sudanese leaders on transitional justice for USAID.

Jun 2012	Independent Program Evaluator, Public International Law & Policy Group
Kosovo and Bosnia-Herzegovina
· Conducted independent evaluations for USDOS rule of law programs.

Apr 2007-Apr 2008	Human Rights Expert, National Democratic Institute 
Colombo, Sri Lanka  
· Provided legal and political analysis for USAID governance project.  

Jun-Dec 2006	International Legal Adviser Mohamed Nasheed, Maldivian Democratic Party
Malé, Maldives
· Advised on strategic litigation strategy for political prisoner Mohamed Nasheed, Maldivian Democratic Party Chairman.
· Provided international reporting and advocacy on fair trial standards to bilateral governments and multilateral human rights institutions.

Apr 2005-Apr 2007	Legal Researcher, Centre for Policy Alternatives 
Colombo, Sri Lanka
· Conducted human rights fact-finding in tsunami- and conflict-affected North and East Sri Lanka.
· Reported on judicial independence in Sri Lanka Supreme Court.

PRIOR ACADEMIC EXPERIENCE

Sep 2020-Jun 2021	Tutor, Queen’s University Belfast School of Law 
Belfast, Northern Ireland, United Kingdom
· ‘Rights & Accountability’, LLB 1st year core curriculum, Spring 2021
· ‘Constitutional Law in Context’, LLB 1st year core curriculum, Fall 2020

Jul 2019	Lecturer, Asser Institute International Lawyering in the Public Interest Summer Programme, Centre for International & European Law
The Hague, Netherlands
· Taught ‘Shrinking Democratic Space: Dealing with Political Challenges to Human Rights Defenders’ seminar.

Aug-Dec 2018	Visiting Professor, George Washington University School of Law
Washington, DC, USA
· Taught and directed experiential learning International Human Rights Clinic at graduate law faculty.

Jan 2014-Feb 2015	Visiting Scholar, George Washington University School of Law
Washington, DC, USA
· Taught and supervised experiential learning 	International Human Rights Clinic project on crimes against humanity UN ILC draft articles.

Aug 2012-Jun 2013	Assistant Professor, Jindal Global University Law School 
New Delhi, India
· Taught undergraduate law experiential learning modules in alternative commercial dispute resolution and post-conflict constitutional reform.
· Directed Centre for International Legal Studies.
· Convened diplomatic roundtable on Sri Lanka post-conflict human rights.

QUALIFICATIONS

Oct 2019-May 2023	Doctor of Philosophy (PhD), Queen’s University Belfast School of Law
Belfast, Northern Ireland, United Kingdom
Thesis: ‘Reimagining Guarantees of Non-Recurrence in Transitional Justice: Lessons from Sri Lanka’

Sep 2017-Aug 2018	Advanced LLM, Public International Law, Leiden University Law School
Leiden, Netherlands
Specialization: Peace, Justice & Development
Thesis: ‘Restoring the Rule of Law in Nepal: Can Transitional Justice Deliver Without Criminal Justice?’
Honors: Graduated Cum Laude (with Honors)
Activities: 
· Assistant Editor, Leiden Journal of International Law, 2017-2018
· Assistant Editor, International Organizations Law Review, 2017-2018

Sep 2000-May 2003	Juris Doctor (JD), Columbia University School of Law
New York, NY, USA
Honors:
· Public Service Fellow
				Activities: 
· Assistant Editor, Columbia Human Rights Law Review, 2001-2002 
· Assistant Editor, American Review of International Arbitration, 2001-2003
· Central European University, Budapest, Hungary, International Human Rights and Comparative Constitutional Law LLM program, Fall 2002

Sep 1994-May 1998	Bachelor of Arts (BA), Political Science, University of California, Berkeley
			Berkeley, CA, USA

SELECTED PUBLICATIONS

BOOKS
Narayan, N. Forthcoming. Guarantees of Non-Recurrence in Transitional Justice: Lessons from Sri Lanka. Routledge.

JOURNAL ARTICLES
Moffett, L. & N. Narayan. 2024. ‘Provisional Justice in Protracted Conflicts: The Place of Temporality in Bridging the International Humanitarian Law and Transitional Justice Divide’. 106(927) International Review of the Red Cross 1222-1249 (early online date: 19 Apr 2024).
Narayan, N. 2019. ‘Restoring the Rule of Law in Nepal: Can Transitional Justice Deliver Without Criminal Justice?’ 11(3) Drexel Law Review 969.

BOOK CHAPTERS
Narayan, N. 2020. ‘Asia’s Reluctance to Join the ICC: Who is Jilted by Whom?’ In Intersections of Law and Culture at the International Criminal Court, edited by Brianne McGonigle Leyh and Julie Fraser. Edward Elgar Publishers.
Narayan, N. 2020. ‘Minority Protections’. In Handbook on Post-Conflict State Building, edited by Paul R. Williams and Milena Sterio. Edward Elgar Publishers.

CONFERENCE PAPERS
Narayan, N. 2025. ‘Transitional Justice as the Pursuit of History: A Comparative Analysis of Historical Truth-Telling in South Asia and the US’. Law & Society Association Annual Conference, Chicago, Illinois, USA, May 2025.
Narayan, N. 2024. ‘Towards Transformative Guarantees of Non-Recurrence After Mass Atrocities: At the Nexus of Justice, Peace and Social Repair’. European Society of Criminology Annual Conference, Bucharest, Romania, Sep 2024.
Narayan, N. 2024. ‘“Transformative” Institutional Reform: Unsettling the Status Quo in Sri Lanka’. Law & Society Association Annual Conference, Denver, Colorado, USA, Jun 2024.
Narayan, N. 2023. ‘Reimagining Guarantees of Non-Recurrence in Transitional Justice: Lessons from Sri Lanka’. Socio-Legal Studies Association Annual Conference, Derry-Londonderry, Northern Ireland, United Kingdom, Apr 2023.

FIELD REPORTS
2015. Justice Adrift: Rule of Law and Political Crisis in the Maldives. Fact-Finding Mission Report. International Commission of Jurists.

OP-EDS
Narayan, N. and S. Ambast. 2016. ‘India’s wilful blindness on Maldives’. LiveMint, Apr 22. 
Narayan, N. 2016. ‘Sri Lanka’s Victims Demand and Deserve Credible Justice’. Groundviews, Feb 23.
Narayan, N. 2015. ‘Nepal’s “fast-tracked” constitutional process trades rights for speed’. Wire, Aug 2.

SELECTED TAUGHT COURSES & ASSESSMENTS

· International Humanitarian Law, Queen’s University Belfast, LLB 3rd year curriculum.
· International Human Rights Law, Queen’s University Belfast, LLM curriculum.
· Transitional Justice, Queen’s University Belfast, LLM curriculum.
· Criminal Law, Queen’s University Belfast, LLB 1st year and Masters core curricula.
· Constitutional Law, Queen’s University Belfast, LLB 1st year core curriculum.
· International Human Rights Clinic, George Washington University, JD clinical seminar.

RESEARCH AREAS

International Human Rights & Humanitarian Law | Transitional Justice | International Criminal Law | Constitutional Reform | Peacebuilding | Conflict Transformation | the Rule of Law | Access to Justice.

REGIONAL EXPERTISE

· Asia: Sri Lanka, Nepal, India, Maldives, Myanmar, Bangladesh, Pakistan, Thailand.
· Africa: Somalia, Somaliland, Tanzania, Rwanda, Uganda, South Sudan, Kenya, Ethiopia.
· MENA: Syria, Turkey, Egypt.

RESEARCH FUNDING: GRANTS & AWARDS

· 2025: QUB Research Excellence Framework Strategic Support Fund. £7000.
· 2019-2023: Northern Ireland Department for Education (DfE). Full PhD Tuition, Stipend & Research Training Support Grant (RTSG).

PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS & AFFILIATIONS

· New York State Bar, admitted 2003.
· Senior Peace Fellow, Public International Law & Policy Group, since May 2017.

LANGUAGES

· English: Native/Mother Tongue.
· Tamil: Oral (Fluent) | Written (Basic).
· French: Oral (Basic) | Written (Intermediate).
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